
Class 1: Introduction: course description, learning methods and outcomes, assessment 
procedure, etc.  
 
Class 2: From Prehistory to Ancient Period: Ganga Redai, Janapadas, Aryanization, Maurya, 
Gupta, Sasanka, Palas, and Sena. Readings: Abdul Momin Chowdhury (2022). “Political 
History,” in A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed, Bazlul Mobin Chowdhury, A. Majeed Khan, Abdul 
Momin Chowdhury and Syed Mohammed Shahed (eds.) Bangladesh National Culture and 
Heritage: An Introductory Reader, Dhaka: The University Press Limited, pp. 105-119. Nitish 
Sengupta (2011). Land of Two Rivers. Gurgaon: Penguin, pp. 3-60.  
 
Class 3: Medieval Bengal: ‘Turkish Invasion,’ Bengal Sultanate, and Pathan-Mughal Conflict. 
Readings: Nitish Sengupta (2011). Land of Two Rivers. Gurgaon: Penguin, pp. 63-81. K. M 
Mohsin (2022). “Sultanate: Society and Culture,” in A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed, Bazlul Mobin 
Chowdhury, A. Majeed Khan, Abdul Momin Chowdhury and Syed Mohammed Shahed (eds.) 
Bangladesh National Culture and Heritage: An Introductory Reader, Dhaka: The University 
Press Limited, pp. 157-162.  
 
Class 4-5: The Rise of Islam, the Mughal Rule, and the arrival of Europeans. Readings: 
Nitish Sengupta (2011). Land of Two Rivers. Gurgaon: Penguin, pp. 123-195. Abdul Momin 
Chowdhury (2022). “Islamization of Bengal,” in A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed, Bazlul Mobin 
Chowdhury, A. Majeed Khan, Abdul Momin Chowdhury and Syed Mohammed Shahed (eds.) 
Bangladesh National Culture and Heritage: An Introductory Reader, Dhaka: The University 
Press Limited, pp. 183-197. Abdul Karim (2022). “The Mughal Rule: Politics, Society and 
Culture,” in A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed, Bazlul Mobin Chowdhury, A. Majeed Khan, Abdul 
Momin Chowdhury and Syed Mohammed Shahed (eds.) Bangladesh National Culture and 
Heritage: An Introductory Reader, Dhaka: The University Press Limited, pp. 163-182.  
 
Class 6-7: British Colonialism: Permanent Settlement, Communalism, the rise of the Muslim 
Question. Readings: Willem Van Schendel (2009). A History of Bangladesh. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 49-87. Nitish Sengupta (2011). Land of Two Rivers. 
Gurgaon: Penguin, pp. 199-494. Zaheda Ahmad (2022). “Politics and Society,” in A. F. 
Salahuddin Ahmed, Bazlul Mobin Chowdhury, A. Majeed Khan, Abdul Momin Chowdhury 
and Syed Mohammed Shahed (eds.) Bangladesh National Culture and Heritage: An 
Introductory Reader, Dhaka: The University Press Limited, pp. 199-221. A. F. Salahuddin 
Ahmed (2022). “Religious and Social Reform Movement,” in A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed, Bazlul 
Mobin Chowdhury, A. Majeed Khan, Abdul Momin Chowdhury and Syed Mohammed 
Shahed (eds.) Bangladesh National Culture and Heritage: An Introductory Reader, Dhaka: 
The University Press Limited, pp. 223-242. A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed (2022). “Evolution of 
Political Ideas and Movements,” in A. F. Salahuddin Ahmed, Bazlul Mobin Chowdhury, A. 
Majeed Khan, Abdul Momin Chowdhury and Syed Mohammed Shahed (eds.) Bangladesh 
National Culture and Heritage: An Introductory Reader, Dhaka: The University Press Limited, 
pp. 243-270.  
 
Class 8-9: Formations of Pakistan: Hindutva, Muslim nationalism, two-nation theory, Bengal 
Muslims. Readings: Willem Van Schendel (2009). A History of Bangladesh. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 88-103. Joya Chatterji (1994). Bengal Divided: Hindu 
Communalism and partition, 1932-1947. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-17; 
191-219. Neilesh Bose (2014). Recasting the Region: Language Culture, and Islam in 



Colonial Bengal. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 187-229. Sugata Bose (1986). 
Agrarian Bengal: Economy, Social Structure and Politics, 1919-1947, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 181-232. Joya Chatterji (1996). The Bengali Muslim: A 
Contradiction in Terms? An Overview of the Debate on Bengali Muslim Identity. Comparative 
Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, 16 (2): 16– 24. doi: 
https://doi.org/10.1215/1089201X-16-2-16.  
 
Class 10-11: Azaadi in 1947: The situation at birth, language issue, the refugee crisis, ethnic 
tensions, and the Hindu question. Readings: Ahmed Kamal (2007). “East Bengal at 
Independence,” in Sirajul Islam (ed.) History of Bangladesh 1704-1971: Political History, 3 rd 
edition, Dhaka: Asiatic Society of Bangladesh, pp. 366-392. Willem Van Schendel (2009). A 
History of Bangladesh. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 107-120. Tariq Omar Ali 
(2018). A Local History of Global Capital: Jute & Peasant Life in the Bengal Delta. Princeton 
& Oxford: Princeton University Press, pp. 168-193. Ghazal Asif (2020). “Jogendranath 
Mandal and the Politics of Dalit Recognition in Pakistan.” South Asia: Journal of South Asian 
Studies 43 (1): 119–35. doi:10.1080/00856401.2020.1689472.  
 
Class 12-13: Pakistan: East-West Divide. Readings: Willem Van Schendel (2009). A History 
of Bangladesh. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 131-151. Raunaq Jahan 
(1973). Pakistan: Failure in National Integration. Dacca: Oxford University Press.  
 
Class 14 & 16: Political developments in Pakistan, political movements in East Pakistan 
Readings: Willem Van Schendel (2009). A History of Bangladesh. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, pp. 152-158. Nitish Sengupta (2011). Land of two Rivers. Gurgaon: 
Penguin, pp. 512-523. Raunaq Jahan (1973). Pakistan: Failure in National Integration. 
Dacca: Oxford University Press, pp. 109-183.  
 
Class 15: Field Trip to Liberation War Museum Class 17-18: The Ayub regime and its fall: 
6-point program, 11-point program, Agartala conspiracy case and 1969 mass uprising, the 
cyclone, 1970 election and events leading up to March 1971. Readings: Willem Van 
Schendel (2009). A History of Bangladesh. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 
121-130.  
 
Class 19-20: The 1971 war: genocide(s), India’s role, and the roles of different West and 
East Pakistani actors. Willem Van Schendel (2009). A History of Bangladesh. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 161-171. Anam Zakaria (2021). 1971: A People’s History 
from Bangladesh, Pakistan and India. Gurgaon: Penguin. G W Chowdhury (2014). The Last 
Days of United Pakistan. Dhaka: UPL. Maidul Islam (2015). Limits of Islamism: 
Jamaat-e-Islami in Contemporary India and Bangladesh. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, pp. 170-199.  
 
Class 21: The Razakar Question: who and why? Yelena Biberman (2019). Gambling with 
Violence: State Outsourcing of War in Pakistan and India. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
pp. 37-63. Yelena Biberman and Rachel Castellano (2017). “Genocidal Violence, 
Nation-Building, and the Bloody Birth of Bangladesh.” Asian Security 14 (2): 106–18. 
doi:10.1080/14799855.2017.1335712. Submission of the Assignment  
 



Class 22-23: Mujib Regime: BAKSAL, 1974 famine, human rights abuses, and foreign 
relations, national identity. Willem Van Schendel (2009). A History of Bangladesh. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 172-190. Moudud Ahmed (1983). Bangladesh: 
Era of Shekh Mujibur Rahman, Dhaka: UPL.  
 
Class 24: July Revolution. 


